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Sir: 

The Applicant, through his attorneys, hereby brings to the attention of the examiner 
the documents and information noted on the accompanying Form PTO-1449. This 
submission is timely without fee in that it was first brought to the attention of the 
undersigned and the Applicant as a result of the citation of the Richmond '170 patent in 
the first Action of April 21 , 2004. Thus, this will certify that no Item of infomnation in the 
information disclosure statement filed herewith was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designed in § 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 
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The accompanying PTO-1449 Fornn is virtually identical to the PTO-1449 Form 
submitted in the Richmond patent, except for the citation of Bologovsky (USP 5,950,627) 
and Duncan (USP5,765,243) both of which were cited in the initial Action in this 
application. 

Please take this information into account when reexamining this application and its 
response to the pending Action when received. 
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Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collectton of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the application number of the patent document. ' Kind of 
document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check maric here if English 
language Translation is attached. 
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The Applicant, through his attomeys, hereby brings to the attention of the examiner 
the documents and information noted on the accompanying Fonn PTO-1449. This 
submission is accompanied by a fee of $180. Each of these catalog references is in 
English, so that their possible relevance, if any, can be easily detennined. 

The DynaMed emergency services products catalog of 2001 (month, day not 
given) shows a line of spine boards, and stretchers, the fomner with head immobilization 
systems, speed clips, runners, and X-ray transparency. 

The Laerdal 2001 Lifesaving Products Catalog includes at pages 124 to 126 with 
spine boards having pins molded into the board. Those pins are not disclosed as integral 
with the board and of the same material as the molded board, as in the Applicant's 



Sir: 
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Application No.: 10/616,978 



invention. 



Tlie Femo Millennia Backboard is dated July, 1998 and includes a showing of 
speed clip pins, handholds, and head-immobilizer mounting slots. 

The MDS Matrx catalog (2001) shows another line of backboards. 

This presentation is not to be construed as indicating that any of these catalogs is 
in fact prior art, or bears a date earlier than the date of invention on the Rule 131 
declaration. 

Please take this infomriation into account when reexamining this application and its 
response to the pending Action when received. 
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